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DNR seeks more details on Kohler's proposed lakefront golf 
course !
By Lee Bergquist of the Journal Sentinel !
The state Department of the Natural Resources wants more details on the potential 
environmental effects of Kohler Co.'s proposed 18-hole golf course along Lake Michigan in 
Sheboygan County. !
The agency sent a five-page letter to Kohler on May 22 asking for extensive information on 
a range of issues. !
The privately held concern is touting the course on company-owned land as its latest 
destination showpiece in the Sheboygan area, which also includes golf courses Whistling 
Straits north of Sheboygan and Blackwolf Run in Kohler. !
But opponents are questioning the need for another local golf course and want to know 
the impact the course will have on the environment, traffic congestion and the effect on an 
adjacent state park. !
To allay concerns, Kohler in March modified the design on the 247-acre site, reduced the 
amount of destruction of wetlands and would use less property at Kohler-Andrae State 
Park to the south. !
On April 9, Kohler completed a nearly 700-page preliminary environmental impact report. 
The report will be the basis of a formal environmental impact statement prepared by the 
DNR. The agency uses the document to approve or reject the company's plans. !
Citizens will have an opportunity in late summer or fall to comment on the company's 
report, the DNR said Tuesday. The public will also be able to weigh in on the agency's 
analysis before a decision is made. !
After reviewing the company's work, the DNR asked Kohler for more information on local 
archaeology, wildlife and aquatic species, wetlands and effects on Lake Michigan and the 
adjacent Black River. !
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The DNR asked for information on specific locations where holes will be placed on the 
course and more details on a protected insect, the beach-dune tiger beetle, which was 
added to the state's endangered species list on Jan. 1. !
Also, the DNR asked Kohler how it will protect the Black River and how wetlands will be 
impacted during construction and after the course is built. !
DNR officials also want to know more about how fertilizer and other nutrients will be 
prevented from harming the Black River, which suffers from existing phosphorus pollution. !
DNR spokesman Bill Cosh said the agency's request is not unusual for a project of its size 
and complexity. !
In an email, Kohler spokesman Todd Weber said the company is now gathering the 
information. He said the request does not appear to affect the company's timeline, though 
he declined to provide details on dates the company is targeting for construction and 
completion. !
"The process is as expected and we continue to work through it," Weber said. "We feel very 
good about the direction it's heading and confident that our minimalist design for the golf 
course is appropriate." !
The original design by course architect Pete Dye would have destroyed 25 acres of 
wetlands; the course was changed to reduce the wetland impact to about 5 acres. !
Also, the revised proposal uses 4 acres of state land. Originally, Kohler was seeking an 
easement of 33 acres from Kohler-Andrae. The park was created, in part, with a land 
donation from the Kohler family. !
Opponents include the Friends of the Black River Forest. !
One active member, Claudia Bricks, read the DNR letter and said, "It looks like the DNR is 
saying that Kohler didn't do a very good job on the environmental impact report. !
"There are people starting to take notice that people are watching this process." !
Said Weber: "Criticism from opponents of Kohler Co.'s effort to build a minimalist designed 
golf course that would create hundreds of jobs and generate millions of dollars in annual 
economic impact is to be expected." !!!
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